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PRESS RELEASE
MR JACOB ZUMA- PRESIDENT OF THE ANC (2011-02-11)
The Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa has learned with great concern and sadness of the misuse of religion  for the umpteenth time, by the African National Congress (ANC), solely for cheap political ends. It was not long ago, as recently as  2008, that another leader in the ANC, the Premier of the Free State, Mr. Ace Magashule, according to newspaper reports, said that: “Zuma suffers like Jesus.” Mr. Magashule then said, “Jesus was prosecuted. He was called names and was betrayed. This is the same kind of suffering that Mr. Zuma had to endure in recent times…”

According to newspaper reports, Mr. Zuma, President of the ANC, among other things, said on an electioneering campaign, “When you vote for the ANC, you are also choosing to go to heaven. When you don’t vote for the ANC you should know that you are choosing that man who carries a fork (the devil)… who cooks people. When you get up there (heaven), there are different cards used, but when you have an ANC card, you will go to heaven.” 
In the Christian faith, the Bible and its Confessions, heaven has a fundamental significance as the abode of God and for those closely associated with him. Traditionally Christianity has taught heaven as a place of eternal life, and a Kingdom of God. As Christians we believe Jesus Christ our Saviour took up His place at the right hand of God, after His ascension, from where He will return to judge humankind. Heaven in our understanding is also a reverent periphrasis for God. The Bible, when it speaks of heaven, it speaks of the “Kingdom of   heaven”, which belongs to God.
Heaven is furthermore understood in the Bible as the peaceful condition on a New Earth (Revelations 21, Isaiah 2:2-4, 9:7). Heaven speaks of bodily perfection: No hunger, thirst, death, sickness, and no tears (Isaiah 1:25, Jeremiah 31:12-13). Heaven speaks of ruined cities that will  once again be inhabited by people and flocks of sheep (Amos 19:14, Isaiah: 14, 61:4-5)
For Mr. Jacob Zuma, president of the ANC, and president of our country, to equate the ANC with the above beliefs of Christians, about heaven, is to defile one of the core beliefs of the Christian community not only in South Africa, but of the Christian family, around the world. It is unbecoming of somebody, like Mr. Zuma, who presides over a nation of many faiths and in whose faith the religious concept of heaven plays a significant role.  

No ANC membership card will get anyone  to heaven or guarantee an automatic pass to heaven. According to Christian faith, the only way to heaven is repentance and   accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

South Africa is no heaven under the ANC. Daily tears flow from the eyes of our citizens, because they are victims of murder and other types of violent crime. Poverty  and unemployment increase day by the day. Children must attend classes in the open without anything decent to sit on. Delivery of services by the government is despicable  to say the  least. This is not heaven, if anything for many South Africans, this is hell.
The president of the ANC has clearly no respect for what we hold dear as people of faith. We call on the president of the ANC and his organization not to misuse religion for cheap party political gains or to prop up their election campaign with the misuse of religion and religious coercion. The president of the ANC should sell his party’s policies to the nation and not use scare tactics by misusing people’s deeply held beliefs. 
No amount of spin-doctoring by the ANC will be enough to cover up this, yet another insult, to the Christian faith. Mr. Zuma, in his capacity as president of South Africa, should apologize to the Christian Community for his insensitivity, because he presides over a nation of many faiths.
The Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa (URCSA) rejects the utterances made by Mr. Zuma, president of the ANC. The New and real South Africa stands for religious respect and tolerance, which the president of the ANC and the ANC from time to time disrespect.
In light of this yet another despicable occurrence, the leadership of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa has no other choice, but to call upon all its members, to search their conscience before God, to think carefully and ask themselves , if they can vote in this coming election for any party who has no respect for their faith. 
What we need in South Africa is an electorate who votes on moral grounds.

Issued by: The Executive/Moderamen of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa (URCSA)
Prof. Thias Kgatla (Moderator)

Rev Dr Mary- Ann Plaatjies – Huffel (Deputy- Moderator)

Rev Dr Dawid Kuyler (Scribe/ Executive Secretary)

Rev Godfrey Betha (Actuarius)

Rev Dr LJ Modise

Rev Dr Henry G Platt

Rev. PM Moloi
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