The Fatherless Generation

David Stansbury het onlangs ‘n artikel geskryf oor sy belewenis van jongmense in die sentrale stadsgebied van Port Elizabeth. Hy beskryf hulle as “a fatherless generation” en meen dat Julius Malema ‘n uitstekende voorbeeld van hierdie generasie is.  Hier is die oorspronklike Engelse weergawe van sy artikel ,wat onlangs in Afrikaans in Kerkbode verskyn het:

I pastor a congregation in the inner city of Port Elizabeth. The inner city is home to a multi ethnic, multi race, multi language, multi religious population. The common factor which characterises the lives of all who live here is brokenness. This brokenness is evident in the presence of many of the destructive factors in society operating in our inner city: poverty, crime, unemployment, prostitution, disease, drugs, gangs and broken homes and marriages. (71) 

The most disturbing is the high level of single parent homes- in some cases ‘child led’ homes. In a recent survey we did in the inner city we discovered that most men had more than one sexual partner a week.  Young women- many of whom were students at the time-  would fall pregnant and give birth to children who would never know there fathers. The fathers vanish into the ‘night’. Their only responsibility was to sow ‘the seed’. These young mothers- many of whom were literally ‘children’, themselves, when their children were born- are left to raise their children on very little. Some even resort to sending their children away. (105)

We come across their children as they begin to grow. Our experience of these children- surprisingly most of them boys- is that they are restless, frustrated, angry and confused. They are often seen vandalizing and committing petty crimes. Their single parents- mostly mothers- clearly are unable to control them, supervise them or give them guidance. They are left to their own devises and have to find their own feet in life. They seem to want to do and say the things that grown  men would say and do- though they are still boys. 

Over and above this what they see in their homes is often disturbing- their mothers have multiple sleeping partners, some of whom abuse their mothers; their dwellings are scant with little or no food around; their mothers are seldom around- themselves trying to survive. In the inner city there is also limited recreational facilities for them. All these factors and circumstances seem to drive them towards crime, drugs and child sex.

. God ordained that children would be conceived within wedlock, that their conception would have been planned and they would have been conceived in love. He further ordained that children would be born in love and that their entry into this world would be celebrated by their parents. As they grow God ordained that children would grow up in a loving homes and receive affirmation as well as godly discipline. Children born in this way would be positioned in God’s blessing and would grow up blessed. The problem for the boys of the inner city is that this is not a reality for them. Most of them were conceived out of wedlock, out of lust and by accident. Their birth was not celebrated and in most cases they would not grow up in a loving home with loving parents around them. Thus their identities and ultimately their destinies would be one of curse and not blessing. What God wanted for them and ordained for them they have been robbed of by the evil one (John 10:10). 

The evidence of the curse is for all to see: these boys have experienced shame and rejection. These forces become strongholds in their lives and begin to exercise control over their lives. The rejection and shame give birth to feelings of worthlessness, low self esteem and insecurity which ultimately gives birth to anger, frustration and rebellion which ultimately sets them up for a life of crime and drugs etc

In the God ordained home, the father provides the security, the safe place, the boundaries and the biblical values for his children. The father confirms and establishes the identity of his children… that they are loved, special, unique and of infinite value. For the boys of the inner city, there is no father. In the absence of father, there is no safe place, no security, no assured identity and no sense of value in life. Most of the destructive habits of these boys and the destructive activities they are involved in can be put down to their unhappiness and their seeking for acceptance, value and ultimately love. The very things our Lord ordained for fathers to provide.

This is the generation of young men that is rising up around us… angry, confused and frustrated. These are the young men, I believe, who are driving movements like the ANC Youth League. We get angry and infuriated by what they say and do but do we stop to ask, why? What is driving them? Where does the anger that rises up in them come from? Where indeed? ‘Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is and walk in it and you will find rest for your souls’ (Jer 6:16)

Can this generation be saved? Yes they can be saved but only Jesus can save them (John 3:16-17/ John 10:10). We need to embrace  these boys and young men with the ‘Father heart of God’ and through the power of the Holy Spirit working in us, to break the curses over their lives and to speak God’s blessing over their identity and destiny- His love, His acceptance, His affirmation and the value He sees in them. 
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