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26 March 2009

PRESS RELEASE: THE DALAI LAMA
The refusal of a visa to the Dalai Lama to attend a peace conference in Johannesburg is a disgrace. The reasons offered by the South African government, and the rhetoric they use to justify their actions, are totally unacceptable.

On the 18th February 2009 the leadership of the Dutch Reformed Church met with a delegation from the ANC under the leadership of their Secretary General. We were assured that the ANC is totally committed to our Constitution and the Bill of Rights in it- also with regard to religious freedom and the rights of all beings. We call on the ANC to put their money where their mouths are and take a clear stance against the actions of their  government regarding the Dalai Lama.
Our Constitution and all human rigths are in grave danger. The legacy of people who fought for it and the labour of those who are fighting for it everyday in all facets of civil society are being threatened.
We support the voices against this discrimination towards the Dalai Lama. We call for a clear, unequivocal answer from government regarding human rights in South Africa and globally.
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Dr JJ Gerber

General Secretary: Dutch Reformed Church
