Media release: Dutch Reformed Church Namibia

In response to subjective declarations and condemnations of churches and their role in society, the Dutch Reformed Church in Namibia (DRCN) testifies towards to obligation of any church to continuously evaluate herself against the Word of God. The question she should ask is whether she not only at this point in time, but also at any given point in history fulfills and has fulfilled the expectations and obligations that Scripture charges her with. No individual is at liberty to decide when any given denomination is true church and when not.
The very least the DRCN can and should evaluate herself against is whether she follows in the footsteps of Jesus in preaching, teaching and healing the people of Namibia (Mat 4:23). All people should continuously be brought before the question who Jesus is for them, to help them understand what it means to follow him and to bring healing in the holistic sense of the word. The church has this obligation toward each and everyone. She has no choice in who she wishes to minister to. The more the church fulfills these condition, the less it should be necessary to make negative remarks about the church and the less the church should take notice of individuals.

The DRCN appreciates the role that ex-president Sam Nuyoma has played, and still plays, in the history of the country. When he is being referred to as the “Father of the Nation”, we assume that it does not exclude certain faith communities, populations groups or individuals. To the contrary! We also understand the context in which he speaks his mind on churches in Namibia, namely an influx of various religious groups who claim to be recognized churches as well as the role the church has played in the pre-independence phase of Namibia. Indeed the DRCN at that point in time sometimes failed to act in the benefit of all the people of the country. This we have repeatedly confessed as a transgression against our calling as a church.
It is against this background that we find it unfortunate to hear repeated negative rhetoric which to our way of thinking does not contribute to nation building and reconciliation in society. With this declaration we wish to demonstrate our support to the call for reconciliation and tolerance by his Excellency President Pohamba 
Media vrystelling: NG Kerk Namibië

In antwoord op individue se subjektiewe uitsprake en veroordelings van kerke en hulle rol in die samelewing, getuig die NGKN dat enige Kerk haarself deurlopend moet toets aan die Woord van God; of sy op hierdie stadium en enige ander stadium van die geskiedenis beantwoord aan die rol en vereistes wat vir kerk gestel word. Individue kan nie sê wanneer enige kerk ware kerk is, of nie. 

Die minste waaraan die NGKN haarself dus op hierdie stadium kan en moet toets, is of sy op die voetspore van Jesus die land en sy mense tot voordeel is deur te preek, te leer en te genees (Mat.4:23). Om mense voortdurend voor die keuse te bring van wie Jesus vir hulle is, om hulle te help verstaan wat beteken dit om Hom te volg, en om holisties genesing te bring. Hierdie taak is t.o.v. van elkeen en van almal. M.a.w. die kerk het nie ’n keuse wie sy hiermee bedien nie. Hoe meer die kerk hieraan beantwoord, hoe minder hoef dit nodig te wees dat daar negatiewe goed oor die kerk gesê word en hoe minder hoef die kerk haar te steur aan individue.

Die NGKN het waardering vir die rol wat oud-president Nujoma in die land se geskiedenis gespeel het en steeds speel. Ons aanvaar ook dat as daar van hom gepraat word as die “Vader van die Nasie”, dit nie bepaalde geloofsgemeenskappe, bevolkingsgroepe of individue uitsluit nie. Juis die teendeel. Ons aanvaar ook die konteks waaruit hy oor kerkwees in die land praat (nl die invloei van allerlei geloofsgroepe wat aanspraak maak op kerk-wees in die land, asook die rol wat kerke in die voor-onafhanklikheidsfase van die land gespeel het). Inderdaad was die rol wat die NG Kerk op daardie stadium gespeel het, nie noodwendig tóé altyd tot voordeel van al die mense van die land nie. Dit het ons by herhaling bely as ’n vergryp aan ons roeping as kerk. 

Teen hierdie agtergrond vind ons dit ongelukkig dat daar steeds voortgaande negatiewe retoriek voorkom. Dit bevorder ons insiens nie positiewe nasiebou en versoening in die samelewing nie. Ons bedoeling met hierdie verklaring is om ons steun te demonstreer aan die oproepe tot versoening en verdraagsaamheid deur sy Edele President Pohamba.
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